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Introduction  
 

This tutorial is divided into two parts. The first part explains how to connect SemTalk to SharePoint. It 
covers logging on to the SharePoint, saving, and loading files from SharePoint. It also shows how 
documents are attached to activities in the SemTalk model.  The second part is about using 
SharePoint lists as an object repository. Both parts have a link to a short demo video. 
 

Document Management  Features   
 
SharePoint Video Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGiAgh9AoFs  
 
Please make sure you have access to a SharePoint document library where you are allowed to save 

±ƛǎƛƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǳǎŜ ǇǊŜŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά{ƘŀǊŜŘ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

document library1. 

  

We recommend creating ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά·a[έΦ This library is used by SemTalk to 

store SemTalk XML files. Versioning and Check-in/Check-out should be disabled. The library can be 

hidden from the menu. 

                                                           
1
 To create a library use  Site Actions and choose New Document Library  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGiAgh9AoFs
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SharePoint integration in SemTalk must be enabled before it can be used. Options-> SemTalk 

Options -ҔDŜƴŜǊŀƭΥ hǇǘƛƻƴ Ψ¦ǎŜ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

 

 

In case you have no direct access to SharePoint using your windows credentials, SemTalk will prompt 

you for your SharePoint credentials. You can also add your credentials from the menu: SharePoint-

>Credentials. 

 

Please make sure to enter the ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻȄ α5ƻƳŀƛƴάΦ This is not 

the URL of your SharePoint server. If you log-ƛƴ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ά{I!w9thLb¢\ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜέΣ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻȄ ά5ƻƳŀƛƴέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ά{I!w9thLb¢έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘōƻȄ ά¦ǎŜǊ ƴŀƳŜέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ get 

ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ άǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜέΦ  
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Saving Documents to SharePoint  
Documents can be saved to a SharePoint document library from SemTalk. Please use File ->SaveAs-

>SharePoint. 

  

 

In case you use the {ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ ±ƛǎƛƻ !ŘŘƛƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ά{ŀǾŜ ϧ {ŜƴŘέ 
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Next step is to select the library or folder.  

  

After selection of the library you will be asked for the document name. 
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The document is now saved to the SharePoint library. Depended on the configuration of the library it 

might be still checked-out. This happens if the library has required columns or check-in/check-out is 

required in this library. In this case newly saved documents are not visible to others until they are 

checked-in. 

 

Please note the status bar of SemTalk after uploading the document. It gives you information about 

the current check-out state of the document. You may use SharePoint->Check In to check-in the 

document. And SharePoint->Check Out to check it out again. If the library has required fields you are 

asked for values for those fields. 

 

  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ ±ƛǎƛƻ !ŘŘƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǳǎŜ ±ƛǎƛƻΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΥ 
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The default format of documents saved to SharePoint is VSD. If you need other formats such as VDW 

(for the Visio WebPart) or VDX, you can add the extension to the document name e.g. 

άǎƘŀǊŜǇƻƛƴǘŘŜƳƻΦǾŘǿέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎΦ 

Once the document is saved to SharePoint or has been opened from SharePoint, you can just use 

File->Save or the Save button to save it again. 

 

Open Documents from SharePoint  
Opening a document from SharePoint is done using File ->Open->SharePoint 

  

or for the Addin 
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+  

SaveAs HTML 
If the document library has views, you can filter the documents to publish your documents as HTML 

in are SharePoint library you cannot simply upload HTML files. You must use the SharePoint 

Integration of the SaveAs HTML dialog. 

We shoǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ I¢a[ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ άI¢a[έΦ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

XML library it can be hidden from end user navigation. 

Open the HTML Export with File->Save As HTML.  

 
 

Or in the Addin: 
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[ƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άSPέ ό{ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘύ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ I¢a[ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ 
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After generating the HTML and automatic upload the page can be found in the HTML library.  
 

 
 

For a first small portal you just need to add somewhere a Page Viewer Web part and link it to the 

start page of your HTML. 
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Attaching Documen ts 
 

5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ αHyperlink button in the toolbar or using the 

edit dialog. ¢ƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƘ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ άSPέ ό{ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘύ 

button in the hyperlink dialog. 
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Documents can be selected from any SharePoint site. There is not restriction to save the documents 

in the same site as the Visio document. You may add as many hyperlinks to an object as you like. 

Beyond attaching documents you have the option to create links to list items. The intended use is to 

open a SharePoint form on the selected item. As any other hyperlink these hyperlinks are also 

available in the HTML export. Items are selected using the button ά{t ±ƛŜǿŜǊέΦ 

 

If you need to attach many documents which are located in SharePoint, you can do this in a 

convenient way using the Document Explorer (Tools-> Documents (SharePoint)). 
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In the Documents (SharePoint) Window you can select the library which contains the documents. If 

you drag them onto SemTalk objects a new hyperlink is created. 
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SharePoint Library Options  
Options->SemTalk Options->SharePoint is the place to configure the SharePoint libraries in SemTalk. 

 

 

Website Default website, website containing the 
document 

Library of this Document for Document Meta 
Data 

Document library where the Visio document is 
stored. Read / Write Meta Data allows to specify 
if SemTalk is supposed to import SharePoint 
Meta e.g. for a Background page. Write meta 
data to fill columns in SharePoint with data from 
SemTalk if applicable. 

Library to upload Attachments Default Library for Attachments (not the Visio 
documents) 

SharePoint Viewer SharePoint Form which is used for attached list 
items. This can be overwritten on each class  

SharePoint Viewer Caption 
 

Caption in menus for links to list items 

SharePoint SemTalk Mapping XML configuration file containing mappings from 
SemTalk objects to lists. Used at File-
>SharePoint->Assign SharePoint Lists 

Max Row Limit Maximum number of rows to return in 
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SharePoint 2010 

Good List Filters positively which libraries are visible in the 
SharePoint dialog 

Bad List Filters negatively which libraries are visible in the 
SharePoint dialog 

 

Repository  Features  
SharePoint Video Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDRdrgTlH0I  
 

Integration of SharePoint  List s with  SemTalk 
In order to load SharePoint lists as external objects you have to select Options-> SemTalk Options-

>Ext. Models->SharePoint List. Do not select SharePoint since this would load simply a XML file 

stored in SharePoint. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDRdrgTlH0I
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On the Link to SharePoint List dialog use the SP (SharePoint) button to choose a site and then a list. 

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƴŀƳŜŘ άwƻƭŜέ, containing a list of SAP role names. You may 

create various lists with content you may have in some Excel sheets. 

 

The items in the list will be mapped as instances to the clŀǎǎ άRoleέ in SemTalk. 
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¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛƴƪ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ {ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ {ƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ά{ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ [ƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ 

add more lists. For this tutorial we add a list of objects (taken from the BPMN tutorial). 

You may assign any SharePoint list to any SemTalk object type. If column names match attribute 

names in SemTalk values will be updated. Lookup columns are being mapped to associations. 

In order to create a well-engineered professional repository in SharePoint we highly recommend our 

{ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ά{ŜƳ¢ŀƭƪ {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ {ƛǘŜ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ 

from predefined SemTalk Content Types. 
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Items of the added lists can be found in SemTalk Explorer: 
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άhǇŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ά{ŀǾŜέ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦƛƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭŜΦ άSPέ are used for opening 

and saving this file to SharePoint. 

 

If you wish to preselect such a list for all models, it can be specified on the άPathέ tab. 
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You can also use a path relative to the document library where the file is being saved. 

If you have changed the location of your external libraries (e.g. migration from pilot to production), 

one can update all the references to the new list with άRefreshέ. 

 

 

Using SharePoint  l ist  items  in SemTalk  
You have now several ways to use the SharePoint items in your model: 

1. Dragging items to the drawing area.  

- LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘǊŀƎ ŘǊƻǇ ά!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǿƛƳ ƭŀƴŜ. 
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- 5ǊŀƎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛǎǘ άhōƧŜŎǘǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΦ E.g. αhǊŘŜǊάΦ ¢ƘŜ 

Compose Dialog opens and you only have to select a method (verb) to create an activity 

on the lane. 

 

 
 

2. Directly selecting items from SharePoint  

- On many elements in SemTalk you have the option to make a reference to a SharePoint 

ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜƭŜŎǘέ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

SharePoint lists to pick an item. 
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- For activities, events and gateways you may use the SemTalk Compose function and pick 

the business object from the external list.  

 

  

3. Selection of individual items without preselecting the list at SemTalk options. 

You may select individual items from SharePoint without assigning the complete list in the 

way described above. In this case you will need to select the list for each individual object. 

This makes sense if you need only some unique objects from SharePoint and want to avoid 

loading the complete list from SharePoint each time you startup your model. 

Again, use the Select menu entry. But now use the SP (SharePoint) button on the dialog and 

select a list and the item of your choice. 
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- The same applies for activities. ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇƻǎŜέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ α{tά-button where you 

can directly select objects from SharePoint lists. 

  

Once you rename / change an object in SharePoint, this change will be reflected in SemTalk after 

refreshing the model. 






















